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Randolph Caldecott : The House That Jack Built - Illustrated by Randolph Caldecott  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The House That Jack Built - Illustrated by 
Randolph Caldecott: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Pnina UsherovitzAn old and fun children's book.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Strunk Primelove it!!!6 of 6 people found the following 
review helpful. A Very Nice Rendition of the Classic Nursery RhymeBy Shanna A. GonzalezThis is a very nice 
rendition of the classic nursery rhyme, illustrated by the nineteenth-century children's book illustrator Randolph 
Caldecott (the 19th-century children's illustrator for whom the Caldecott award was named). There are more modern 
versions of the nursery rhyme, but this one captures visually the flavor and mood by portraying the words and 
characters in a cultural context that made sense when the rhyme originated. Modern children may not know much 
about the use of barley malt and the ways of cats stalking rats, but they can see these things portrayed as they really 
were in this beautiful book. A very nice addition to your nursery-rhyme collection, and the best version I have seen so 
far, although harder to find than those produced in recent years.

This story, 'The House That Jack Built', was was one of the first two books illustrated by Caldecott and was originally 
published in 1878 as part of Caldecott's 'Picture Books' series. Randolph Caldecott (1846-1886) was one of the most 
important British illustrators. He transformed the world of decorated children's books in the Victorian era. In 1877, he 
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was asked by Edmund Evans, the colour printer and talented engraver, to illustrate two children's books. These books 
were an immediate success and he went on to produce two books every Christmas until he died. Caldecott chose all 
the stories and rhymes he illustrated and occasionally wrote and added to the stories himself. His delightful style and 
humour can still be enjoyed by young and old alike. Pook Press celebrates the great Golden Age of Illustration in 
childrens literature a period of unparalleled excellence in book illustration. We publish rare and vintage Golden Age 
illustrated books, in high-quality colour editions, so that the masterful artwork and story-telling can continue to delight.

About the AuthorRandolph Caldecott (1846-86) was born in Chester, England, the son of a hatter. While still a child 
he showed his talent for drawing, modelling and carving, but he started his working life as a bank clerk before going to 
the Manchester School of Art at the age of twenty-one. He moved to London in search of commissions and produced 
drawings and cartoons for newspapers and journals before his first success with a set of one hundred and twenty 
drawings for Washington Irving's ""Old Christmas"" in 1876. It was his idea to produce a series of 'Toy Books' 
(picture books of a uniform size printed in colour), and this became the subject of the famous collaboration between 
the artist and the printer/engraver Edmund Evans. The first two - ""The House that Jack Built"" and ""The Diverting 
History of John Gilpin"" - were published in time for Christmas 1878 and the first printing of 10,000 copies sold out 
quickly. 'The very essence of all illustration for children's books', said"" The Times"" on Christmas Eve. During the 
next seven years, Caldecott produced fourteen more Toy Books, illustrating nursery rhymes and songs with the 
interpretive skill that makes him such an important figure in the British picturebook tradition. He died, comparatively 
young, in St. Augustine, Florida. 


