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James Lasdun : The Horned Man: A Novel  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Horned Man: A Novel: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Not bored, but gored, by the hornBy closereaderI felt done in by the 
experience of reading The Horned Man. There were sections I found compelling. As the book developed I experienced 
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its twists and turns as irritations rather than clever surprises. I don't feel it "works" as an example of an extraordinarily 
unreliable narrator. Rather than portraying the complexity of good and evil or light and dark, the story leads into an 
absurd place that defied my patience and wish to understand. I admire the author's literary skills. He is a talented 
writer. If only he had employed his gifts differently.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. What World Are 
We In?By BucherwurmLawrence Miller is a professor of Gender Studies at a small New York college. Except for his 
recent separation from his wife life seemed fairly normal for professor Miller. Then the book mark in his book seems 
to have moved from one place to another. A coin vanishes from his office and he mistakes another woman for his 
therapist. Strange things happen in this novel, and the reader is never sure whether the tale is fixed in an objective 
reality or rather the subjective reality of Dr. Miller. Someone seems to be inhabiting his office at night. Certainly the 
pile of excrement found on his desk one day would seem to indicate that. Did his new woman friend have an accident 
on a trip or was she murdered in her home? Why did Miller steal his neighbor's glass eye? And what is the relevance 
of a strange key that pops up in his campus mail box?Told in the first person the story is indeed puzzling, and the 
increased information provided as the story develops simply increases our head scratching perplexity. Is our narrator 
the rather reserved man that he appears to be our is he a dangerous schizophrenic? Order degenerates into disorder. 
Can we expect a tidy resolution from such confusion? Well, that is the big question.Author Lasdun keeps the reader in 
several layers of suspense, in this rather surreal novel. Don't let my terms of "surreal", "disorder" and "subjective 
reality" scare you away. This is an accessible novel that uniquely explores the mind of its narrator.0 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. What World Are We In?By BucherwurmLawrence Miller is a professor of Gender 
Studies at a small New York college. Except for his recent separation from his wife life seemed fairly normal for 
professor Miller. Then the book mark in his book seems to have moved from one place to another. A coin vanishes 
from his office and he mistakes another woman for his therapist. Strange things happen in this novel, and the reader is 
never sure whether the tale is fixed in an objective reality or rather the subjective reality of Dr. Miller. Someone seems 
to be inhabiting his office at night. Certainly the pile of excrement found on his desk one day would seem to indicate 
that. Did his new woman friend have an accident on a trip or was she murdered in her home? Why did Miller steal his 
neighbor's glass eye? And what is the relevance of a strange key that pops up in his campus mail box?Told in the first 
person the story is indeed puzzling, and the increased information provided as the story develops simply increases our 
head scratching perplexity. Is our narrator the rather reserved man that he appears to be our is he a dangerous 
schizophrenic? Order degenerates into disorder. Can we expect a tidy resolution from such confusion? Well, that is the 
big question.Author Lasdun keeps the reader in several layers of suspense, in this rather surreal novel. Don't let my 
terms of "surreal", "disorder" and "subjective reality" scare you away. This is an accessible novel that uniquely 
explores the mind of its narrator.
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