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Daniel P. Mannix : TheHistory of Torture before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised The History of Torture:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent source for reading and referenceBy Nonfiction Onlylt just
seems wrong to say that | loved a book about torture, but | did. Mannix spends much time and effort in researching his
subjects and this book is no exception. | originally purchased the book as a reference source for a college paper but
found that it was not the dry, dull reading experience | had expected. | have yet to be disappointed by any book by
Mannix.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very good book. Thiswas written 40 plus years ago ...By
Laura O'SheaVery good book. Thiswas written 40 plus years ago and wouldn't stand up now without references, but
author when to most of the places he talks about and tells good stories2 of 2 people found the following review
helpful. Why drink coffee to stay awake?By S. RubinThe book's historic underpinnings are fairly well done, yet it's
not "5 star" material dueto it's concentration on fairly recent European agenda. It's a quick read can be fun (especialy
for the squeamish). It IS worth reading.

'‘Morality is nothing more than an expression of expediency' a notorious torturer reportedly once replied to objections
about his profession. From the primitive snake pit to sophisticated methods of brainwashing, literally thousands of
techniques have been devised to distort both the body and the mind - and to satisfy the sadistic needs of those who
command, perform and witness human torture. In The History of Torture, Daniel P. Mannix examines with honesty
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and thoroughness every aspect of torture: the professional torturers, many of them history's most famous men and
women; their theories and techniques; the role torture has played in history; and the refinements brought to the practice
of torture by individual fanatics, religious groups, the military and entire cultures. The result isinformation on the
infliction of pain for punishment or coercion from pre-history to modern times. This remarkable work discusses not
only the history of torture but its moral implications as well. Everyone interested in the long and difficult course of
human rights, personal and political freedom and in the history of crime and punishment will find the book fascinating
and enlightening.
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