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Helen Hoover : The Gift of the Deer  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised The Gift of the Deer: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Classic and endearing nature bookBy Ocean TideLike sunbeams 
streaming into a dark forest, Helen Hoover pours her heart into the pages of this book. For animal lovers, the distinct 
personalities of the deer come as no surprise. But for skeptics, the character traits of these delicate creatures may be a 
revelation. This book should be required reading for anyone seeking a hunting permit! It's impossible for any 
compassionate person not to be touched by Peter, Mama, Pretty and all the other deer. The emotionally perceptive 
sketches of Hoover's husband, Ade, are a valuable contribution to the story. Highly recommended book for naturalists, 
adventurers, and anyone who enjoys reading exquisite descriptions of our beautiful planet and its amazing creatures.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful book describing the joys of living close to nature and 
wildlife!By AnnieTMAfter reading "Gift of the Deer" in an old Reader's Digest Condensed Book, I ordered the book 
for a friend's birthday. He is an outdoorsman and lives where there is lots of wildlife, so I know this book will bring 
him some reading pleasure.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An old friend revisitedBy P. AllenA 
favorite winter read. I first read this heartwarming story twenty years ago, and I've returned to it every few years since. 
Each time I feel I am rediscovering old friends. Helen Hoover's remarkable skills at observing and respecting wild 
animals in their own element, which I first discovered in her memoir, "A Place in the Woods", bring to life several 
generations of a family of deer who return each year to Helen Ade Hoover's cabin in the Minnesota northwoods after 
they saved the life of Peter, a noble buck who showed up on their porch one winter night after having been shot in the 
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eye. Their care for him, while respecting his wildness and not trying to tame him, led to a loyal trust in them, and each 
year he returned, bringing his ever-growing family with him. Hoover takes care not to romanticize or attribute human 
qualities to the deer; rather she brings to life the individual personalities of each of the deer, their family bond, and 
their innate wisdom. This is NOT "Bambi"; the deer live a hard-scrabble life, but with dignity and grace. Hoover's 
prose is well-crafted and beautiful to read. I come away from this book each time with a renewed appreciation of the 
importance of preserving our wildlife and their habitat, and a reminder that humans are not the only wise and 
intelligent beings on this planet. I am grateful for the gift Helen Hoover shares in this story. With charming line 
drawings by Ade Hoover.

One Christmas Eve an emaciated deer stumbled across the yard of Helen Hoover's remote cabin in northern 
Minnesota. Barely surviving the brutal winter, gaunt from starvation, blind in one eye from a hunting wound, he 
became the central character in Hoover's popular book The Gift of the Deer. Hoover and her husband Adrian named 
this deer Peter, nursed him back to health, and observed Peter and his growing clan for four years. The Gift of the 
Deer, first published in 1966, sold over 50,000 copies and is Hoover's best-selling book. This paperback edition is 
beautifully illustrated by Adrian Hoover, and readers young and old will delight in this touching story of two north 
woods families.

From the Back CoverOne Christmas Eve an emaciated deer stumbled across the yard of Helen Hoover's remote cabin 
in northern Minnesota. Barely surviving the brutal winter, gaunt from starvation, blind in one eye from a hunting 
wound, he became the central character in Hoover's popular book The Gift of the Deer. Hoover and her husband 
Adrian named this deer Peter, nursed him back to health, and observed Peter and his growing clan for four years. The 
Gift of the Deer, first published in 1966, sold over 50,000 copies and is Hoover's best-selling book. This paperback 
edition is beautifully illustrated by Adrian Hoover, and readers young and old will delight in this touching story of two 
north woods families. 


