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Jem Roberts: The Frood: The Authorised and Very Official History of Douglas Adams The Hitchhiker’s Guide
to the Galaxy before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The
Frood: The Authorised and Very Official History of Douglas Adams The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy:


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1848094388

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A detailed look into the life of a talented comedic authorBy M.
Salsburyl absolutely loved Douglas Adams' books, radio shows, audiobooks, and printed books. Few things have
captured my imagination and made me laugh as much as hiswork. Now that I'm learning to write novels and short
stories myself, I've begun following the advice of Austin Kleon in his book Steal Like an Artist, which isto learn all
you can about an artist whose work you appreciate, especially what influenced them and how they worked. Then learn
about that artist's biggest influences. So, for the study of the amazing Douglas Adams, this book is an invaluable
reference.In it, you'll learn of Douglas childhood. He was teased for his height, and his big nose, but somewhat
appreciated for hiswriting skill. You'll learn about the books, musicians, and artists whose work he appreciated. You'll
learn about his association with John Cleese, Graham Chapman, and Terry Jones of Monty Python. You'll also learn
how Adams, like every author, struggled to write the books he did. A notorious procrastinator, Adams often had to
literally be sequestered in aroom with limited distractions in order to finish his books.To be honest, you're going to
have to read carefully in order to extract the writing and comedy advice in the book. It's interspersed with the story of
hislife, quotes from interviews, excerpts from his previously-unpublished personal notes, and more.Y ou'll aso find
some great stuff here about some of the issues afinancially successful famous author has to deal with. Adams lost
much of his original fortune to a possibly shady deal with an accountant who handled his finances, and was nearly
destitute for awhile. He alienated some of his friends by living alavish lifestyle, inviting people to lunch who wanted
his company but could barely afford the meal. Y ou aso learn how the success of Hitchhiker became something of a
weight around his neck when he wanted to do other things. There are lots of great insights, anecdotes, writing samples,
guotes from and about Adams, and much more in the book.Although this has been one of the most expensive books
I've purchased this year, it's also been one of the ones I've enjoyed the most. Gaining insight into Adams' life, work
habits, techniques, and ways of looking at the world has been enjoyable and invaluable.If | have acriticism at all of
this book, and I'm guilty of it in thisreview, it'sthat it doestend to be wordy and drag on at times. But given the
density of information in it, | can forgive that. Thank you, Jem Roberts, for writing this. It's been fun and informative
for me! 0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not Only Very Official, But Also Very Thorough! By Blue
Monster 65Packed with information and delivered with avery dry sense of humor, The Frood is a damn fine read for
fans of Adams. Roberts obviously knows and has great reverence for his subject and it shows on each page.3 of 4
people found the following review helpful. The Frood is comprehensive, really comprehensiveBy Beau

Y arbrough"The Frood" is comprehensive. Really comprehensive. Y ou just won't believe how vastly, hugely, mind-
bogglingly comprehensiveit is. | mean, you might think "Salmon of Doubt" was comprehensive, but that's just peanuts
to "The Frood." At times, this book isamost excessive in detail -- for instance, the "peanuts to space” bit didn't
originate with Hitchhikers Guide, far from it. But for Hitchhikers fans, there's tons of interesting details about Douglas
Adams life, the creation of his famous works and a fair number of outtakes and alternate versions of familiar stories.|
particularly like the backstory of the Dentrassi (although it could have used another polish run to be a bit funnier) and
the alternate story of Wowbagger running for hisimmortal life through Lord's Cricket Grounds.Even more than
Salmon of Doubt, The Frood definitely left me feeling that Douglas died too soon, with a great deal of more good stuff
to come.A bit of acommitment, but a must read for serious fans of Adams or the Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy.

'Hey, you sass that hoopy Ford Prefect? There's afrood who really knows where histowel is.' (Sass: know, be aware
of, meet, have sex with; hoopy: really together guy; frood: really amazingly together guy.) Douglas Adams, The
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy. - See more at: http://www.randomhouse.com.au/books/jem-roberts/the-frood-the-
true-story-of -douglas-adams-and-the-hitchhikers-guide-to-the-gal axy-9781848094383.aspx#sthash.nA AovwFO.dpuf

* "Jem manages to write about popular cultural institutions with knowledge and affection.” --Stephen FryAbout the
AuthorJem Roberts is the author of The Fully Authorised History of I'm Sorry | Haven't a Clue and The True History
of the Black Adder.



