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Wes Nisker : The Essential Crazy Wisdom  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Essential Crazy Wisdom: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Purchase this book! (No, I do not have a personal relationship with 
the author...)By Alexander RiegelThis book is one of the wittiest, yet still serious books for the spiritual pilgrim. It 
operates on at least two levels. First, the humor is nonstop. Wes Nisker is a master of one liners and small puns. 
Second, if one reads with a bit more intentionality and stops to make connections with the figures and wisdom 
traditions represented here, there is some sacred depth to be plumbed as well: laughter IS theology in some 
circumstances. I highly recommend the book. I first stumbled across this gem many moons ago in its original 
incarnation. This latest version still meets a high standard.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good 
MedicineBy billitoOkay,I took that title from Gary Snyder's blurb on the back cover, but its apt.The author also refers 
to it as a kind of survival guide for our troubled times.In it, he blends quotes by everyone from The Buddha to 
Groucho Marx, Lily Tomlin to Gandhi,Kafka to William Burroughs and William Blake, "crazy" visionaries with wise 
and humorous perspective and ties them together in a fun and insightful way.This is a new edition of his original 
Crazy Wisdom which at the time I purchased several copies of and handed out to friends.Therapeutic fun0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Very thought provokingBy CustomerVery good for those wanting to explore 
alternative philosophies to the traditional western ideals. Great use of a wide variety of sources from American 
thinkers to Buddhist monks to Islamic authors

Take a wild and rickety ride through the philosophies of the East and West to discover the madmen, dreamers, and 
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unconventional wisdom seekers in the abridged, better-than-ever version of our best-selling cult classic. THE 
ESSENTIAL CRAZY WISDOM delivers the most significant, most lunatic, and most compelling insights of the ages. 
Scoop Nisker patches together the unorthodox teachings that have bubbled up through the words of such crazy 
visionaries as Rumi, Gautama the Buddha, Mark Twain, Lao Tzu, Albert Einstein, Mahatma Gandhi, Allen Ginsberg, 
and Lily Tomlin. Discover the common thread in these multiple perspectives and travel on this comedic course to 
enlightenment!‚Ä¢ Original edition sold over 40,000 copies.

.com Irreverence, multiple perspectives, absurdity, cosmic unity, accepting circumstances, getting along--Crazy 
Wisdom, a cult classic on the wild side of philosophy is more than just a romp through titillating ideas. Wes Nisker 
actually hits on a string of similarities East and West that unites the visions of the poet, philosopher, artist, and guru. 
This book will take you on an enchanting and mind-expanding journey, liberally seasoned with quotations from Mark 
Twain, Chuang-tsu, various Zen masters, Albert Camus, Allen Ginsberg, Rumi, and other crazy fools gushing with 
wisdom. "CRAZY WISDOM is deeply wise . . . wonderfully insightful and delightfully humorous. . . . "a good place 
to begin . . . its strength lies in its wonderful assemblage of life-changing quotes and stories."-Utne Reader"A dim sum 
feast of perceptive and amusing morsels. Nisker succeeds in fashioning an original pattern from motley patches of 
wisdom."-San Francisco Chronicle"The author . . . takes us on a wild and lively ride through Eastern and Western 
philosophy and spirituality. Along the way, there are plenty of humorous sidebar quotations. . . . Now more than ever, 
we need this brand of wisdom that opens us to wonder and hospitality."- Spirituality HealthAbout the AuthorWES 
"SCOOP" NISKER is a Buddhist meditation teacher, journalist, and author. For over twenty years, he has been leading 
retreats and workshops worldwide in Buddhist insight meditation, humor, and philosophy. Before devoting himself to 
writing full time, he was a well-known radio announcer who went by the name of "Scoop." He calls Berkeley, 
California, home. 


