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P.J. O'Rourke : The Dreaded Feast: Writers on Enduring the Holidays  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Dreaded Feast: Writers on Enduring the Holidays: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Makes holidays bearable??By LakeKids"Do you face holidays with 
a mixture of dread and obligation?" reads the back cover of this delightful book on how various writers endure the 
holidays. Good mix from Mark Twain to P.J.O'Rourke, including Dave Barry, George Plimpton, John Cheever and 
many others. Start reading this about Halloween and continue through Thanksgiving and into the Christmas season 
and you just might survive. Imagine sitting there listening to your relative repeat the same story AGAIN and maybe 
you can recall one of these stories and give a chuckle or two to pass the time. Love this book!8 of 8 people found the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=081098265X


following review helpful. The Dreaded Feast: A Hilariously Real look at holiday traditionsBy Mary NortonThe 
Dreaded Feast: Writers on Enduring the Holidays is a terrific read for those who've embraced the realities of our 
holiday traditions....no Santa, the Pilgrims most likely didn't have jellied cranberry sauce, etc. I thoroughly enjoyed 
this book, especially Home for the Holidays, A Survivor's Frightening Account byChris Radant. I'd follow this writer 
anywhere!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great book, perfect transaction. HAPPYBy Chris 
RadantGreat book and perfect holiday gift for family and friends.The third essay in the book HOME FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS is hilarious!

The Dreaded Feast will act as a balm for the millions of people who face Christmastime with a mixture of dread and 
obligation. Whether it’s the last-minute shopping, the unappealing office party, or the prospect of more than 24 hours 
with family, it’s never easy. The anthology, which includes fiction, nonfiction, and poetry on these and many more 
related subjects, deflates the notion of the “perfect” holiday season, and allows the reader to commiserate and bask in 
the glow of a little dark, neurotic, and unflinchingly honest humor. The star roster of contributors includes Jonathan 
Ames, Dave Barry, Robert Benchley, Charles Bukowski, Augusten Burroughs, Billy Collins, Greg Kotis, Lewis 
Lapham, Jay McInerney, Fiona Maazel, George Plimpton, David Rakoff, David Sedaris, Charles Simic, Hunter S. 
Thompson, James Thurber, Calvin Trillin, and John Waters.Praise for The Dreaded Feast:"A wonderfully irreverent 
look at the holidays. A must for the Christmas cynic on your list." -USA Today One of USA Today's 2009 "12 Books 
of Christmas" "If you embrace the darker side of Christmas, then this is definitely the book for you." -Chicago Sun-
Times "Thank the 'X' in 'Xmas' for The Dreaded Feast, [which] collects essays, short stories, and poetry that attack 
Hallmark holidays with all the neurotic humor one expects from contributors like Jonathan Ames, Fiona Maazel, and 
Calvin Trillin." -The New Yorker "Amid the twinkly decorations, dancing sugar plums, and ubiquitous holiday cheer, 
a bracing dose of dark humor might be nice, don't you think? For book lovers, we're recommending a volume that 
offers just that: The Dreaded Feast." -Raleigh News Observer
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