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Ambrose Bierce : The Complete Original Devil's Dictionary  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Complete Original Devil's Dictionary: 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Devil's DictionaryBy maskerIt was okay. I expected it to be much 
more witty and clever but it was pretty predictable. I wouldn't have purchased it had I read it first and I wouldn't 
recommend anyone's buying it.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. a satirical classicBy CustomerA fresh 
twist on the definitions of many words, a satirical classic.This is perfect for those times when you have just a short 
time to read. You can go through a few new definitons quite quickly.A few examples:ACTUALLY, adv. Perhaps; 
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possibly.AMNESTY, n. The state's magnanimity to those offenders whom it would be too expensive to 
punish.BAROMETER, n. An ingenious instrument which indicates what kind of weather we are 
having.GUILLOTINE, n. A machine which makes a Frenchman shrug his shoulders with good reason.LOVE, n. A 
temporary insanity curable by marriage or by removal of the patient from the influences under which he incurred the 
disorder.

Ambrose Gwinnett Bierce was an American editorialist, journalist, short-story writer and satirist. Today, he is best 
known for his short stories, An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge and his satirical dictionary, The Devil's Dictionary. 
The dictionary offers reinterpretations of terms in the English language and also which lampoon religious and political 
doublespeak. Examples: LAWYER One skilled in circumvention of the law. FUTURE, n. That period of time in 
which our affairs prosper, our friends are true and our happiness is assured.


