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Much writing about comedy tends to begin and end with Aristotle's claim that comedy isinferior to tragedy,
trivializing comedy as cheap or as atemporary distraction from things that "really matter." Such writing either presents
exhaustive taxonomies of kinds of humor?ike wit, puns, jokes, humor, satire, irony?or engages in pointless political
endgames, moral dialogues, or philosophical perceptions. Comedy israrely presented as a mode of thought in its own
right, as away of understanding, not something to be understood.John Bruns' guiding assumption is that comedy is not
simply aliterary or theatrical genre, to be differentiated from tragedy or from romance, but a certain way of disclosing,
perhaps undoing, the way the world is organized. When we view the world in terms of what isincompatible, we are
reading comically. In this sense, comedy exists outside the alternatives of tragic and comic.Loopholes argues that
trivialization of comedy comes from fear that it will address our anxieties with honesty?and it is this truth that scares
us. John Bruns discusses comedy as a mode of thought with a cognitive function. It isadomain of human
understanding, a domain far more troubling and accessible than we care to acknowledge. To "read comically” we must
accept our fears. If we do so, we will realize what Bruns refers to as the most neglected premise of comedy, that the
world itself is aloophole?both incomplete and limitless.

"Bruns has given valuable support to the unique significance of comic loopholes in appreciating literature and living
life. Highly recommended.” —Choice "Bruns Bakhtin-inspired study does what so few even think of doing: it takes
the comic comically—as away of understanding life in terms of 'new opportunities, new ways out in aworld that has
no endings, no resolutions." Along the way, Bruns illuminates complexities of laughter, the difference between
dialogue and mere interaction, the special nature of comic plots, and many other topics. In its readings and its overall
approach, it will interest al who find something missing in killjoy approaches to laughter or theories that make the
great humorists into what Bakhtin calls grim 'agelasts™ —Gary Saul Morson, Northwestern University "In Loopholes
John Bruns challenges us to participate in unorthodox frivolity. The challenge, which proves surprisingly formidable,
amounts to thinking about comedy comically, outside of bounds and disciplinesin an institutional place apt to appear,
if not unsettling, then alittle ridiculous. What proves hardest is not to divert oneself before the start by demanding to
what end. Against the sober business of comic theory, Bruns laughs off our decades-long obsession with power, of
asking who exercises it, whom it exercises, and suggests more than half-seriously that the problem islessto master a
joke than to lighten up, get into the spirit, enter in. Where this leaves us philosophically iswhat proves most
interesting. In the spirit of Bahktin, Bruns recommends a reading practice characterized by subversive interaction, a
studied irreverence to the given order of things. One can hardly avoid nervous laughter at the moral anarchy being
flirted with here, but if you can lose your grip, the promise is an experience presently beyond our grasp: Cavell's
movies without depression, James's sensibilities without detachment, Kafka's labyrinths without fear." —R. M. Berry,
Florida State University, author of Frank and editor of Forms at War and Fiction's Present " Theories of comedy often
fater in their attempts to map exactly where the nub of humor lies, yet this bright and engaging book argues that
comedy isn't a definable object so much as amood, atone, or away of thinking absent of objective qualities. In

L oopholes, John Bruns cautions against the practice of trying to define the comic by showing us that there is no there
there and, instead of offering definitions and taxonomies, he states the case for comedy as arich, fluid, and constantly
shifting strategy of irreconcilability. It's the essential next step in the discussion and a must for humor scholars
everywhere." —Andrew McConnell Stott, University of Buffalo, SUNY From the Back Cover"Bruns Bakhtin-inspired
study does what so few even think of doing: it takes the comic comically--as away of understanding life in terms of
'new opportunities, new ways out in aworld that has no endings, no resolutions.’ Along the way, Bruns illuminates
complexities of laughter, the difference between dialogue and mere interaction, the special nature of comic plots, and
many other topics. In its readings and its overall approach, it will attract all who find something missing in killjoy
approaches to laughter or theories that make the great humorists into what Bakhtin calls grim ‘agelasts."'--Gary Saul
Morson, Northwestern University"in Loopholes, John Bruns challenges us to participate in unorthodox frivolity. The
challenge, which proves surprisingly formidable, amounts to thinking about comedy comically, outside of bounds and
disciplinesin an institutional place apt to appear, if not unsettling, then alittle ridiculous. What proves hardest is not to
divert oneself before the start by demanding to what end. Against the sober business of comic theory, Bruns laughs of f
our decades-long obsession power, of asking who exercisesit, whom it exercises, and suggests more than half-
seriously that the problem islessto master ajoke then to lighten up, get into the spirit, enter in. Where this leaves us
philosophically iswhat proves most interesting. In the spirit of Bakhtin, Bruns recommends a reading practice
characterized by subversive interaction, a studied irreverence to the given order of things. One can hardly avoid
nervous laughter at the moral anarchy being flirted with here, but if you can lose your grip, the promiseisan
experience presently beyond our grasp: Cavell's movies without depression, James's sensibilities without detachment,
Kafka's labyrinths without fear."--R.M. Berry, Florida State University, author of Frank and editor of Forms at War
and Fiction's Present" Theories of comedy often falter in their attempts to map out where the nub of humor lies, yet this
bright and engaging book argues that comedy isn't a definable object so much as a mood, atone, away of thinking
absent of objective qualities. In Loopholes, John Bruns cautions against the practice of trying to define the comic by
showing us that there is no there there and, instead of offering definitions and taxonomies, he states the case for



comedy as arich, fluid, and constantly shifting strategy of irreconcilability. It's the essential next step in the discussion
and amust for humor scholars everywhere."--Andrew McConnell Stott, University of Buffalo, SUNY About the
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