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David Owen : Life Under a Leaky Roof  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Life Under a Leaky Roof: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Funny, heartwarming, and absolutely charmingBy Jeff BensonI 
picked this book up on a whim without knowing much about it, and I'm glad I did! You don't have to be a do-it-
yourself wizard or even a homeowner to appreciate the insights in this book. The book's title implies that the book is 
about houses, but the subject matter is really oriented around family--if you are part of or have ever been part of a 
pleasantly dysfunctional family, you will recognize truths about yourself.The book is a collection of very short and 
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informally written humorous essays. David Owen writes with a lot of heart and I often found myself laughing out 
loud. It was hard to put this book down! The stories are consistently humorous without being sarcastic or biting--and 
the reason they're so funny is that I can recognize aspects of myself and the people I know in every one of them. The 
author has put his finger on the pulse of everyday things, and has found truth and goodness there.This book is an 
excellent, heartwarming, and funny expose of the foibles and ridiculous tendencies that make us human; I would 
recommend it to anyone.

Life Under a Leaky Roof is a wonderful collection of critically acclaimed sketches on owning, renovating, and 
maintaining a rambling two-hundred-year-old house.

About the AuthorDavid Owen taught in primary, secondary and residential environmental education settings before 
working at Sheffield Hallam University as a teacher educator.  He led the primary and early years programme at SHU 
for seven years before taking up his current role as Head of the Department of Teacher Education. His research has 
focused on geographical education, e-learning and teacher education course development.  


