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Les McGehee : Les McGehee Plays Well With Others: A "Grown-Up" Handbook of Improvisation and Play 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Les McGehee Plays 
Well With Others: A "Grown-Up" Handbook of Improvisation and Play: 
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. What I neededBy BTBThis is teaching me how to be a kid again. By 
that I mean it is helping me be more open, more fun, more myself, and a better well rounded person. Everything in this 
book is applicable to everything in life regardless of your career, background, etc. I think you (the one reading this) 
should by this book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy moorlandlaneGreat book, great 
service. Thanks!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Les is Definitely MoreBy Louise RichardsonI've 
known Les McGeHee for more than twenty years. I know of no one funnier anywhere. I was fortunate enough, when I 
was in ComedySportz with Les, to have him play several parts in my Monty Pythonesque "And Now for Something 
Completely...Rotten in the State of Denmark" in a video for local public access television. Years later he won a local 
theatre award for the stage production of the play, now known as "Hamlet the Dane". "Hamlet the Dane": or "And now 
for something...completely rotten in the State of Denmark"But Les McGeHee is more than a funny man, he is an 
entrepreneur of the first water. "Plays Well With Others" captures the essence of the man, his voice, his spirit. The 
book isn't just "I did this" or "This is what I think about that". It is a great read, written in a conversational style that 
let's you think he's talking directly to you over a friendly cup of coffee. "Plays Well With Others" is inspirational, 
informational, funny and fun. You could do worse than to enjoy "Plays Well With Others" on a sunny day at the beach 
or on a stormy night in front of the fireplace.

Les McGehee s Plays Well With Others, A Grown-Up Handbook of Improvisation and Play is a breezy how-to book 
by an improvising pioneer that is part autobiography and part field guide to the life and habits of successful 
improvisers. It offers rare insights gained through over 20 years of improvisational experience in how to incorporate 
humor and positive affirmation of in-the-moment opportunities guaranteed to enhance both your business and personal 
life. With techniques McGehee uses in MBA and government programs, Plays Well With Others provides the basics 
for the layman and clear advanced tricks of the trade for the professional improviser. Cleverly divided into sections 
that can be read independently, the reader can delve deep or graze into the fields of play Les so clearly describes. It 
contains autobiographical passages illustrating how the improvisational life works, an annotated list of classic improv 
games for business and entertainment, diary entries of extensive improv tours, statistical references on the successful 
implementation of improvisational techniques in business, and recommendations on how to further your improv 
education locally, nationally, and internationally.

Les McGehee makes things up. Really. Just ask him. He makes things up and he swears it is the only way to live an 
authentic, successful life. And not only that, he has stats to prove it. Making it up as you go along? Great! That is 
exactly how you can make your life your own, according to improvising pioneer Les McGehee. The question is, what 
do you need to make that work for you all the time? How do you make it work for you when everything in this world 
seems so pre-formulated and scheduled to the nth degree? Well, McGehee knows. He has the secrets and he is willing 
to dish in his Les McGehee Plays Well With Others: A Grown-Up Handbook of Improvisation and Play, a 
refreshingly straight forward how-to that is part autobiography and part field guide to the life and habits of successful 
improvisers. McGehee, who has been making a living and supporting a family while making it all up for over 20 
years, has distilled his extensive experiences in the seemingly mysterious world of improv (where working without a 
net is de rigeur) into a surprising and inspiring call to put down your scripts and simply follow the lead of whatever 
steps up to the plate. That s right. The idea is to let nothing throw you. And it is a surprisingly simple formula. All one 
has to do is be willing to use two words. I ll tell you one but I won t be a spoiler and tell you the second. All the fun, 
well most of it is in the second word, but here s the first one: Yes. And as crazy as it sounds, his advice has been put 
into use in as buttoned-down a place as the Comptroller s office of the state of Texas and in the McCombs School of 
Business at the University of Texas, where this very book is required reading for MBA graduate students. Indeed, 
most of McGehee s clients are businesses, universities, and government agencies, the kind of places where you d least 
expect the benefits of humor and flying by the seat of your pants to be appreciated. Yet, McGehee backs up his bold be 
yourself ideas wi --PublisherAbout the AuthorLes McGehee is a working, award-winning comedian and improvisation 
pioneer who has entertained and trained millions of happier people throughout the U.S. and the world for more than 20 
years. He has toured through 11 countries and performed thousands of shows. Les and his comedy companies have 
been featured on ABC, WB, Fox Family, and PBS. His writing credits include a book and many successful scripts and 
published articles. He has played with famous, and not-so-famous, stars of stage and screen including appearances 
with cast members of Saturday Night Live, Whose Line is it Anyway?, MadTV, The Simpsons, and others. He has 
provided improv training to Fortune 500 companies including ATT, IBM, and Dell, as well as government agencies 
and prestigious graduate schools of business. He was a founder of the Comedy League of America (ComedySportz), 
National Comedy Theatre, IMPROVMBA, and other companies and toured with the National Comedy Theatre s Tour 
for the Troops in 2004 and 2005. Les lives in Austin, Texas with his wife Christina and their daughters, Marina and 
Lucia. 


