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John McCaughey : Browne's Guide to Hacks  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Browne's Guide to Hacks: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Fleet Street; Lampooned--and CelebratedBy James L. SrodesDo you 
savor accounts of the seedy (very real) side of the craft of journalism? Do you enjoy the films made out of Ben Hecht's 
stage play "Front Page" (including the gender-bender version "His Girl Friday")? Do you cherish your well-thumbed 
copies of Evelyn Waugh's "Scoop" and Lawrence Durell's "Antrobus" series.? Then hasten to add "Browne's Guide to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1475199414


Hacks" to your collection. This witty, acerbic and thoroughly enjoyable satire lampoons and also celebrates the then 
craft of newspaper reporting and its often eccentric practicioners as they scrambled, connived and drank their way 
through the kaleidoscope world of axe-murders in suburbia, insurrections in Africa and general worldwide mayhem. 
The setting is London's Fleet Street newspaper district in that brassy age of from the Fifties through the early Eighties 
but it could easily be fitted into any of the American big city newspaper centers before the sligtly seedy craft of 
newspapering became the pompous profession of Journalism. The format follows Durrell's "Antrobus" series of 
vignettes in which the narrator is being regaled at a London club bar by an older journo-hack (to be called a hack was 
high praise in those days). Author John McCaughey knew whereof he wrote. For many years he was a foreign desk 
editor on the prestigious Financial Times of London before he transferred to Washington, DC to become an equally 
prominent editor and columnist covering energy news. This slim volume properly can be called a roman a' clef for 
many of the characters are only thinly disguised versions of some very real eccentrics who never let the hunt for a 
good story interfere with a good drink. In fact, having a good beverage of your choice at hand will be the perfect 
compliment as you laugh your way through this delight. Cheers!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four 
StarsBy A. W. WrefordGreat fun and very witty1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful!By BobI 
found the book delightful. As one who is not typically attracted to English humor, this book was a wonderful surprise. 
It kept me reading and looking forward to the author's next insights. It was honestly human.

A short Roman a Clef of London's Fleet Street and newspaper days in the 1970s and 1980s.
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